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- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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1 )□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a )□ This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) ^ Claim(s) 1-13 is/are pending in the application. 
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5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) D Claim(s) is/are rejected. 

7) 0 Claim(s) is/are objected to. 
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Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

This Office Action details two Election of Species Requirements. 



Response to Amendment 

The amendment to the claims filed on 08 Aug 2006 does not comply with the 
requirements of 37 CFR 1.121 (c) because the claims after preliminary amendment, filed 
03 Feb 2006, indicate claims 1-42 are canceled and new claims 43-70 are added. The 
amended claims filed on 08 Aug 2006 list claims 1-13 as pending. Amendments to the 
claims filed on or after July 30, 2003 must comply with 37 CFR 1.121 (c) which states: 



(c) Claims. Amendments to a claim must be made by rewriting the entire claim 
with all changes (e.g., additions and deletions) as indicated in this subsection, except 
when the claim is being canceled. Each amendment document that includes a change 
to an existing claim, cancellation of an existing claim or addition of a new claim, must 
include a complete listing of all claims ever presented, including the text of all pending 
and withdrawn claims, in the application. The claim listing, including the text of the 
claims, in the amendment document will serve to replace all prior versions of the claims, 
in the application. In the claim listing, the status of every claim must be indicated after 
its claim number by using one of the following identifiers in a parenthetical expression: 
(Original), (Currently amended), (Canceled), (Withdrawn), (Previously presented), 
(New), and (Not entered). 

(1) Claim listing. All of the claims presented in a claim listing shall be 
presented in ascending numerical order. Consecutive claims having the same status of 
"canceled" or "not entered" may be aggregated into one statement (e.g., Claims 1-5 
(canceled)). The claim listing shall commence on a separate sheet of the amendment 
document and the sheet(s) that contain the text of any part of the claims shall not 
contain any other part of the amendment. 

(2) When claim text with markings is required. All claims being currently 
amended in an amendment paper shall be presented in the claim listing, indicate a 
status of "currently amended," and be submitted with markings to indicate the changes 
that have been made relative to the immediate prior version of the claims. The text of 
any added subject matter must be shown by underlining the added text. The text of any 
deleted matter must be shown by strike-through except that double brackets placed 
before and after the deleted characters may be used to show deletion of five or fewer 
consecutive characters. The text of any deleted subject matter must be shown by being 



Application/Control Number: 10/567,114 
Art Unit: 1623 



Page 3 



placed within double brackets if strike-through cannot be easily perceived. Only claims 
having the status of "currently amended," or "withdrawn" if also being amended, shall 
include markings. If a withdrawn claim is currently amended, its status in the claim 
listing may be identified as "withdrawn — currently amended." 

(3) When claim text in clean version is required. The text of all pending 
claims not being currently amended shall be presented in the claim listing in clean 
version, i.e., without any markings in the presentation of text. The presentation of a 
clean version of any claim having the status of "original," "withdrawn" or "previously 
presented" will constitute an assertion that it has not been changed relative to the 
immediate prior version, except to omit markings that may have been present in the 
immediate prior version of the claims of the status of "withdrawn" or "previously 
presented." Any claim added by amendment must be indicated with the status of "new" 
and presented in clean version, i.e., without any underlining. 

(4) When claim text shall not be presented; canceling a claim. 

(i) No claim text shall be presented for any claim in the claim listing 
with the status of "canceled" or "not entered." 

(ii) Cancellation of a claim shall be effected by an instruction to 
cancel a particular claim number. Identifying the status of a claim in the claim listing as 
"canceled" will constitute an instruction to cancel the claim. 

(5) Reinstatement of previously canceled claim. A claim which was 
previously canceled may be reinstated only by adding the claim as a "new" claim with a 
new claim number. 



In order to facilitate prosecution, claims 1-13 are treated as pending according to 
Applicant's Amendment and Remarks, filed 08 Aug 2006, in which claims 1-13 are 
identified as pending. This interpretation of the claims according to Applicant's 
Amendment and Remarks, filed 08 Aug 2006, is done solely to facilitate prosecution, 
and the requirements of 37 CFR 1.121 (c) still apply. 



Election of Species 

This application contains claims directed to more than one species of the generic 
invention. These species are deemed to lack unity of invention because they are not so 
linked as to form a single general inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1 . 
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The two species are as follows: 

First Species of compound 

Examples of species are disclosed in claim 3: 

1a) sodium salt of 7-(beta-D-ribofuranosyl)pyrido[2,3-d]-6H-pyridazine-5,8-dione, 
1b) sodium salt of 4-amino-7-(beta-D-ribofuranosyl)pyrido[2,3-d]-6H-pyridazine- 
5,8-dione, 

1c) sodium salt of 3-bromine-7-(beta-D-ribofuranosyl)pyrido[2,3- d]-6H- 
pyridazine-5,8-dione, 

1d) disodium salt of 4-hydroxy-7-(beta-D-ribofuranosyl)pyrido[2,3-d]-6H- 
pyridazine-5,8-dione, 

1e) disodium salt of 3-carboxy-7-(beta-D-ribofuranosyl)pyrido[2,3-d]-6H- 
pyridazine-5,8-dione, and 

1f) lithium, sodium, or potassium salt of pyrido[2,3-d]-6H-pyridazine-5,8-dione. 

Second Species of disease, for example 

Examples of species of disease are disclosed in claim 13: 

2a) anxiety, 

2b) obesity, 

2c) meningitis, 

2d) Parkinson's disease, 

2e) Alzheimer's disease, 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/567,1 1 4 Page 5 

Art Unit: 1623 

2f) depression, 

2g) extrapyramidal side effects of neuroleptics, 

2h) hypothalamic- pituitary effects, 

2i) dystonia, 

2j) dyskinesia, 

2k) hyperkinesis, 

21) dementia, 

2m) ischemia, and 

2n) hypertension. 

Applicant is required, in reply to this action, to elect a single species for each the 
First and Second species election to which the claims shall be restricted if no generic 
claim is finally held to be allowable. Applicant is cautioned that election of a subgenus , 
such as the subgenus of "compound having the general formula according to claim 4" or 
the subgenus of "vascular and cardiovascular diseases", will be considered non- 
responsive for the election of a single species for the First or Second species election, 
respectively. The reply must also identify the claims readable on the elected species, 
including any claims subsequently added. An argument that a claim is allowable or that 
all claims are generic is considered non-responsive unless accompanied by an election. 

Upon the allowance of a generic claim, applicant will be entitled to consideration 
of claims to additional species which are written in dependent form or otherwise include 
all the limitations of an allowed generic claim as provided by 37 CFR 1.141. If claims 
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are added after the election, applicant must indicate which are readable upon the 
elected species. MPEP § 809.02(a). 

The claims are deemed to correspond to the species listed above in the following 
manner: 

All claims are generic to the species of compound and species of diease. 

The species listed above do not relate to a single general inventive concept under PCT 
Rule 13.1 because, under PCT Rule 13.2, the species lack the same or corresponding 
special technical features for the following reasons: The common feature of the species 
is the general structural formula disclosed in instant claim 1 . However, this compound 
is a known product. Abidov et al. (US Patent 6,489,326, issued 03 Dec 2002, cited in 
PTO-892), discloses the compound 5-amino-2,3-dihydrophthalazine-1 ,4-dione sodium 




salt, 5-amino-2,3-dihydro P hthaiazine-i,4-dione ) q compound according to instant claim 1, 




™~~ , wherein R is Na, A is CR1 where this R1 is H, Z is CR1 

where this R1 is H, R1 is H, and B is CR1 where this R1 is NH2, administered to treat 
inflammation (abstract). Therefore this common feature is not the special technical 
feature of a single general inventive concept. The special technical feature of each 
species is specific method of treating a specific disease comprising administering a 
compound with a specific chemical structure. 



Applicant is advised that the reply to this requirement to be complete must 
include (i) an election of a species or invention to be examined even though the 
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requirement may be traversed (37 CFR 1 .143) and (ii) identification of the claims 
encompassing the elected invention. 

The election of an invention or species may be made with or without traverse. To 
preserve a right to petition, the election must be made with traverse. If the reply does 
not distinctly and specifically point out supposed errors in the restriction requirement, 
the election shall be treated as an election without traverse. 

Applicant is reminded that upon the cancellation of claims to a non-elected 
invention, the inventorship must be amended in compliance with 37 CFR 1.48(b) if one 
or more of the currently named inventors is no longer an inventor of at least one claim 
remaining in the application. Any amendment of inventorship must be accompanied by 
a request under 37 CFR 1 .48(b) and by the fee required under 37 CFR 1 .17(i). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jonathan S. Lau whose telephone number is 571-270- 
3531 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday, 9 am - 4 pm 
EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Shaojia Anna Jiang can be reached on 571-272-0627. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Jonathan Lau 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 1623 



/Shaojia Anna Jiang, Ph.D./ 
Supervisory Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 1623 



